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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enhance the accuracy of detection of an 
obstruction in the advancing direction of an automobile, 
and to prevent a road sign or the like having no risk of 
bumping, from being regarded as an obstruction. 
CONSTITUTION: A lane area and a position in front of a 
vehicle within the lane are detected in accordance with 
an image signal from a CCD camera, and a distance to 
an object in front of the automobile is measured by a 
laser beam (step S21). If data are obtained from both, it 
is judged that an ahead vehicle is present, and detected 
distances to both are compared with each other in the 
lane area, and an inter-vehicle distance is determined 
(step S22 to step S28). Then, a degree of approach is 
determined (step S29 to step S31). 
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